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Mr. Chairman

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Group of 77 and China on
agenda item 132: programme budget for Biennium 2014-2015 in particular,
financing for the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response
(UNMEER).

The Group of 77 and China would like to thank Ms. Susana
Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet for introducing the Secretary General report as
well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee for
introducing the relevant reports on this important agenda item.

The Group of 77 and China would like to take this opportunity to
expresses its appreciation to the personnel of the United Nations system
and the international community at large for their dedicated service and
commitment to serving the affected countries. We would like to pay special
tribute to those who lost their lives on the duties for humanity.

Mr. Chairman,

The Group of 77 and China recalls that by its resolution 69/1 the
General Assembly established the UNMEER. The Group also recalls that by
its resolution 69/3 the Assembly approved the Secretary General enter into
commitment of authority in the amount not exceeding US$ 49.9 million
pending submission of the budget for the Mission.

The Group also recalls that by the same resolution the Assembly
emphasized that adoption of the resolution was without prejudice to any
subsequent review of the Mission and any decision on the budgetary
arrangement, organization structure, staffing and operational requirement.

Mr. Chairman,

The Group of 77 and China has taken note of the Secretary General's
budget proposal in the amount of US$ 193.6 million for the period of
2014/2015. We have studied careful the budget proposal as well as



comments of the Advisory Committee. The Group disagrees with the
extension of the corrunitment authority recommended by the ACABQ and
emphasizes the importance of adopting a budget for 2014/2014 as well as
establishing special and separate account for the Mission in order to allow
for a proper budgetary and administrative arrangement for the Mission to

discharge its given mandate.

The Group is disappointed that the budget proposal did not take into
account reservations expressed by delegations expressed on 3 October, 2014
when the item was first introduced. The budget proposal also ignored a
number of the previous observations, comments and recommendation of
the Advisory Committee which were fully endorsed by the Assembly.

Mr. Chairman,

The world is looking and expecting the United Nations to be at the
center of directing the resources in the most efficient manner to support
core and required need of the victim of Ebola on the ground. It is
unfortunate that, these expectations are not reflected in the proposal before
this Committee. For example, - the proposal before us continues to reflect

the structure of high-level posts or positions. The proposal failed address
the element of duplication and overlap. The proposal also lack a lot of
clarity in many areas.

Mr. Chairman,

It is our expectation that Member States, will be in the position to
approve the budget for the missions taking into account of the comments of
Advisory Committee. To be clear, we will presÿent proposal that will address
duplication and overlap in the use of the resources and that ensure

appropriate structure is put in place taking into account the existing
structure, infrastructure and system in the field including those of the

United Nations system.

Mr. Chairman,

In conclusion, the Group of 77 and China would like to assure you
that despite the time constraint, we will engage constructively to address a
number of weaknesses identified in the Secretary General proposal with the
aim of ensuring that resources are directed to the victims of Ebola.

I thank you




